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June 30, 2020

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Notice of Decision is completed for the Painted Rocks Dam Toe Access
Project Final Environmental Assessment (EA). The Final EA and Notice of Decision can be
viewed on the DNRC website at www.dnrc.mt.gov/public-interest/environmental-docs in the
Environmental Documents section.

Sincerely,

A\

Jan I-angel
Water Resources Division Administrator
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NOTICE OF DECISION

JUNE 30,2020

Dear Reader:

On May 7™, 2020, the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC)
released a draft Environmental Assessment (EA) on the Painted Rocks Dam Toe Access Project.
The DNRC intends to provide permanent vehicular access to the toe of Painted Rocks Dam in
Ravalli County, Montana. The DNRC compared five alternatives as part of their compliance
with the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). A road alignment (Alternative 2) that will
provide access to the toe of the dam from an approach road off Montana State Highway 473
(West Fork Road) and which will use a new bridge to cross the West Fork Bitterroot River was
selected as the preferred alternative. Construction of the improved access road and bridge is
anticipated to occur in Fall 2021. The bridge will likely consist of a pre-manufactured bridge (i.e.
pre-stressed concrete, steel girder, etc.) and will span the width of the river.

The purpose of the access road improvements project is to provide permanent vehicular access to
the toe of Painted Rocks Dam. A permanent access road is proposed to be constructed in the
same relative alignment as the existing primitive road. The need for a new bridge has also been
identified to avoid fording the West Fork Bitterroot River, thus minimizing impacts to aquatic
resources. Permanent access to the toe of the dam is needed for any future rehabilitation work to
the dam’s spillway and outlet works. The access road and bridge will also be used to support
future operations and maintenance activities for the spillway and outlet works and construction
of interim repairs to the spillway chute and outlet works.

The EA was distributed (and posted on the DNRC website) for a thirty-day comment period.
The official comment period closed on June 8", 2020. The only inquiry made during the
comment period was from the Montana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). No
additional comments were received.

SHPO:

To summarize, SHPO requested clarification of the project’s scope to clearly define that the toe
access project is independent from the potential future dam rehabilitation project. Both projects
were discussed in the Painted Rocks Dam and Reservoir Project, Ravalli County, Montana:
Results of Intensive and Reconnaissance Cultural Resources Surveys, an unpublished report
submitted to DNRC by AECOM of Greenwood Village, Colorado. The Cultural Resource
Survey report is referenced in the EA. A formal comment letter from SHPO was not provided.
Dr. Gordon Tucker, AECOM’s Senior Archaeologist, held a telephone conference with SHPO
staff to discuss issues in the draft EA that required clarification.

SHPO’s request did not change the results presented in the Final EA, but rather clarified that the
analysis for cultural and historic resources was only within the access road project area. In
response to SHPO comments, determinations of NRHP eligibility and effect were incorporated
into the Final EA for the project. The Final EA states that direct impacts from project activities



associated with access road improvements will not adversely affect that portion of the historic
Darby-Alta Road in the project area because it lacks sufficient integrity to be considered eligible
for listing in the NRHP.

Future Action:

Based on the EA’s disclosure and analysis of potential impacts and the comments received, the
DNRC concludes that the proposed action will not result in any significant impacts. The DNRC
will issue this Notice of Decision and the Final EA. Where there are discrepancies between the
Notice of Decision and Final EA, the Notice of Decision controls.

Future Actions to accomplish the implementation of this project are:

Complete additional geotechnical investigations as required to complete project designs.
Complete project design details and prepare construction drawings and specifications.
Prepare and submit Joint Application for Proposed Work in Montana’s Streams,
Wetlands, Floodplains, and Other Water Bodies and obtain all necessary permits and
landowner permission before beginning work.

Advertise for bids, select a construction contractor and implement project construction.

Copies of the Final EA are available upon request. The Final EA and Notice of Decision can be
viewed on the DNRC website at www.dnre.mt.gov/public-interest/environmental-docs in the
Environmental Documents section. Please direct questions to:

Sanna M. Yost, P.E.

State Water Projects Bureau

MT DNRC, 1424 9% Ave., P.O. Box 201601
Helena, MT 59620-1601

(406) 444-6665 e-mail: syost@mt.gov

Thank you for your interest.

Sincerely

Water Resources Division Administrator
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